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Project Description  

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD) prepared the 

Environmental Assessment (EA) for capacity improvements to Interstate 10 (I-10) from 

Louisiana Highway 415 (LA 415) in West Baton Rouge Parish to Essen Lane on I-10 and 

Interstate 12 (I-12) in East Baton Rouge Parish. Figure 1 is the Project Study Area. The logical 

termini reflected in Figure 1 are the junction of LA 415 and I-10 to the west and the junction of 

I-10 and Essen Lane and I-12 and Essen Lane to the east.  Appendix C of the EA contains 

additional detail on the logical termini justification in the FHWA approval letter dated March 2, 

2017. A Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) was issued by FHWA on February 12, 2021. 

A reevaluation was completed May 3, 2022.  

 
Figure 1 Study Area and Logical Termini 

 

I-10 through the proposed project area is a control of access (COA) urban freeway. I-10 supports 

substantial regional traffic as a primary east-west interstate in the southeast United States (US). 
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I-10 will be widened by the addition of one travel lane to both eastbound (EB) and westbound 

(WB) I-10 from LA 415 to the I-10/I-12 split. There are a few locations along the route where 

either no widening will occur, auxiliary lanes will be added, or the widening will only involve 

shoulder improvements. There will not be an additional lane in either direction on the 

Mississippi River Bridge (MRB) between the trusses. Only shoulder improvements are 

anticipated on the elevated portion of I-10 WB between I-110 and the MRB due to geometric 

constraints.  

 

In addition to the new travel lanes, in West Baton Rouge Parish, modifications at LA 1 to include 

shoulder widening, acceleration/ deceleration lane lengthening, and an additional travel lane 

westbound to LA 415 and an auxiliary lane eastbound from LA 415 to LA 1 are proposed. In 

East Baton Rouge Parish, in addition to the new travel lanes, lengthening the 

acceleration/deceleration lanes on I-10 for the Highland Road/Nicholson Drive interchange to 

the MRB is proposed and modifications to the I-10 interchanges at Washington Street, 

Dalrymple Drive, Perkins Road (Perkins), and Acadian Thruway (Acadian) are proposed as well 

as the replacement of the Nairn Drive (Nairn) overpass bridge. 

 

Details associated with the interchange modifications are provided in Appendices A (Line and 

Grade) and B (Interchange Modification Reports) of the EA. 

 

Purpose and Need 

Additional capacity in each direction is needed to alleviate congestion and reduce travel times. In 

addition, improvements are proposed to update current design, including the addition of 

shoulders for emergency use, longer acceleration and deceleration lanes for increased merge 

distance, and lane arrangements that reduce weaving and to extend the life expectancy of the 

existing infrastructure. The full purpose and need statement is in Chapter 1 of the EA. 

 

Project Status & Modifications 

On February 12, 2021, FHWA issued a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for the 

captioned project which calls for the widening of I-10 in East and West Baton Rouge Parishes. 

Since then, DOTD decided to apply the Construction Management at Risk (CMAR) process for 

project development. Design of CMAR Segment 1 (west of Washington Street to east of Acadian 

Thruway) is underway as well as right of way acquisitions and utility relocation. Project 

documents and information are available on the web at https//i10br.com. A reevaluation was 

completed May 3, 2022, that addressed changes to a drainage outfall and additional sidewalks. 

Since then, additional design information revealed the need for a second reevaluation. 

https://i10br.com/
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Figure 2 CMAR Segment 1 

 
 

City Park Lake Bridge 

As CMAR Segment 1 progressed through design, it was discovered that the means and methods 

for the construction of the new City Park Lake Bridge (CPLB) requires construction servitude 

from the City that was not identified in the Environmental Assessment (EA). The EA identified 

required right of way along both sides of the existing bridge to accommodate the new bridge 

structure; it did not identify construction servitude for the bridge construction beyond the 

required right of way. The construction of the temporary trestle and bulkhead are part of Early 

Works Package (EWP) #2. East Lakeshore Drive which passes underneath the bridge on the east 

side of the lake will be closed during construction of the bridge. Bridge construction is estimated 

to take 4 years. There may be periods of time during the 4-year span that the roadway could 

open, but it would need to be closed when work occurs in that area. 

 

DOTD will acquire all rights for the construction of the bridge from the City through an 

agreement. DOTD requires approximately 0.96 acre of right of way and 2.29 acres of servitude 

from the City for the construction of the CPLB. There are no additional impacts other than the 

need to acquire more rights from the City for the bridge than initially thought. The City plans to 

dredge the lake and add amenities to turn the lake into a functioning recreational facility. The 

design of the bridge incorporated input from the City, the public, and others working on the lakes 

improvement project. The deminimis Section 4(f) determination made for the City Park Lake and 

the trail adjacent to the lake was reassessed, and the determination that a deminimis Section 4(f) 

is applicable remains unchanged. See the attached documentation in Appendix A for more 

details. 
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Figure 3 City Park Lake Bridge

 

A construction servitude is needed to remove and replace the existing City Park Lake bridges. 

The above figure outlines the required right of way and construction servitude in the lake. 

Construction servitude is needed along both sides of the bridges to construct the trestle and 

bulkhead. The United States Corps of Engineers issued a nationwide 14 permit for the bridge 

work (Permit no. MVN-2023-00066-MS). See attached permit in Appendix B. Although the 

sketch in the permit only show the servitude required for the trestle, the construction of the 

bulkhead is included in the permit along with the trestle, footing, and cofferdam.  

 

Outfall Upgrade 

The project will also upgrade an existing outfall owned by the City. Promoting Resilient 

Operations for Transformative, Efficient, and Cost-Saving Transportation (PROTECT) program 

funds will be used to upgrade the outfall. The purpose of the PROTECT program is to make 

surface transportation more resilient to natural hazards, sea level rise, flooding, and extreme 

weather events. The current outfall is undersized for the network, and its upgrade qualifies for 

PROTECT program funds. Plans are to remove the existing 36” outfall pipe and replace it with a 

54” outfall pipe. The outfall is located between I-10 and Erie Lake and runs parallel to a property 

line between two residences. A portion of a brick fence and the landscaping located within the 

outfall’s corridor will be removed by the upgrade. A portion of one of the residence’s driveway 
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will be impacted. Half of the driveway’s entrance will be removed and replaced as the existing 

outfall runs underneath it.  
 

Figure 4 Location of Outfall Upgrade 

 

The Cultural Resources Survey performed for the EA included these residential structures. The 

structures are not historic and are not located within a historic district. 

 

Commitments 
DOTD will require the contractor to remove the temporary trestle and bulkhead in the lake once 

the work on CPLB is completed. For the outfall upgrade, the landowners will be compensated for 

the loss vegetation, fence, and other amenities located within the required servitude. 

 

Coordination 
CPLB 

The DOTD and the CMAR project team met with the City regarding the means and methods for 

constructing the CPLB. DOTD consulted with the City and BREC regarding the reassessment of 

the Section 4(f) deminimis determination. (See Section 4(f) documentation in Appendix A.)  

 

Outfall 

DOTD met with the City regarding the use of PROTECT funds to upgrade the outfall. The work 

will be carried out in accordance with an agreement between the City and DOTD. The DOTD 

and CMAR project team met with the affected property owners regarding the outfall upgrade. 

The property owners were given an opportunity to discuss their concerns with the project team. 

(See documentation in Appendix C.) The current outfall runs underneath two roadways. During 

construction, DOTD will inform residences along the roadways of road closures required to 

install the pipe replacement. 

 

Conclusion 
Upon re-evaluation, DOTD has determined that the right of way and construction servitude 

needed for the CPLB and the outfall upgrade will not result in significant impacts; thus, the 

FONSI remains valid. DOTD requests FHWA’s concurrence. 
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 INTRODUCTION 
 

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD) is proposing the 
Interstate 10 (I-10) LA 415 to Essen Lane project (State Project Number H.004100), which 
provides for the widening of I-10 by one travel lane in each direction and replacement of 
the I-10 bridges over City Park Lake. The new bridges with additional travel lanes require 
additional right-of-way (ROW) and Construction Servitude in the lake and between the 
lake and the east side of Dalrymple Drive (Figure 1). As currently designed, the project 
will require acquisition of approximately 0.015 acre of the multiuse trail that links with the 
multiuse lane on Dalrymple Drive to allow for off-street biking and walking around the City 
Park and University Lakes. The trail is under the jurisdiction of and maintained by the City 
of Baton Rouge/Parish of East Baton Rouge (City-Parish) in conjunction with the 
Recreation and Park Commission of East Baton Rouge (BREC). Additionally, the project 
will require approximately 0.96 acre of right of way and 2.3 acres of construction servitude 
within the City Park Lake to construct the new City Park Lake bridge. The lake is 
approximately 50 acres and is owned by the City-Parish and maintained by BREC. 
 
Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation (DOT) Act of 1966 (23 USC 138 and 49 
USC 303) and its implementation regulations (23 CFR 774) restrict use of significant 
publicly owned parks, recreation areas, wildlife and waterfowl refuges, and historic 
properties for transportation projects unless there is no feasible and prudent avoidance 
alternative and all possible planning to minimize harm has occurred. Uses are categorized 
as either permanent incorporation, temporary occupancy, or constructive use and can be 
approved by preparing a de minimis determination, a programmatic Section 4(f) 
evaluation, or preparing an individual Section 4(f) evaluation. 
 
This document reassesses the previous de minimis determination and represents 
justification for determining that the impact to the City Park Lake & Trail qualifies as de 
minimis under 23 CFR 774.7(b). A de minimis impact is one that, after accounting for 
measures to minimize harm results in either: 
 

1) A Section 106 finding of no adverse effect or no historic properties affected on a 
historic property, or 

2) A determination that the project would not adversely affect the activities, features, 
or attributes qualifying a park, recreation area, or refugee for protection under 
Section 4(f). 

 



Figure 1 City Park Lake Bridge 
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 PROPERTY DESCRIPTION AND USE 
 

The City Park Lake Trail is a portion of a larger multiuse 
trail (pedestrian and bicycle) that runs along Dalrymple 
Drive around both the City Park and University Lakes 
for approximately 1.5 miles (see photo to right). The trail 
draws users from Louisiana State University and 
neighboring communities including Lakeshore, Lake 
Crest, Old South Baton Rouge, City Park, Hillsdale, 
Hundred Oaks, Poets Corner, Zeeland, Southdowns, 
and others. While predominately utilized by cyclists and 
pedestrians, the trail does link to the kayak launch off 
March Street. 
 
The City Park Lake is about 50 acres bordered on north by Brooks-City Park, on the south 
by University Lake, and on the east and west by residential neighborhoods. The lake is 
shallow (about 2 feet), in poor health (massive algae blooms), and therefore, limited with 
regard to recreational opportunities. One popular recreational feature is the City Park Lake 
Trail and roads adjacent to the lake which are used by bicyclist, joggers, and pedestrians.  
 
Efforts to restore Baton Rouge’s area lakes to create recreational opportunities and improve 
habitat are ongoing. Included in this endeavor are five lakes, one of which is City Park Lake. 
The University Lakes Project Management Committee made up of the City-Parish, LSU 
Foundation, and BREC oversee the consultants working on the restoration projects. Their 
plans include draining and dredging the lakes to restore the health and attributes of the lakes. 
Planning for the restoration of the lakes is occurring at the same time as the development of 
the I-10 widening project. For this reason, DOTD coordinated the design of the City Park 
Lake bridge with the City-Parish and the Baton Rouge Area Foundation (BRAF). BRAF is the 
entity that spearheaded the lakes improvement projects. DOTD will continue to coordinate 
with the University Lakes Project Management Committee. 
 

Trail Heading North from under I-10 
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 DE MINIMIS IMPACT 
 
As proposed, the project will acquire right of 
way with roughly 68 linear feet of trail on the 
east side of Dalrymple Drive, which amounts to 
approximately 0.015 acre of trail. All efforts 
were made to minimize the amount of additional 
ROW required; however, the widening of I-10 
and replacement of the bridges could not be 
accomplished without affecting this minimal trail 
area. Although DOTD will be acquiring this 
minimal area of trail as ROW, it will not affect 
the use of the trail. The trail will be incorporated 
into I-10 ROW as is, with its functions intact and 
available for all users. 
 
Additionally, the portion of the trail under I-10 will experience temporary closures to 
pedestrians and cyclists for varying durations during the construction of the new I-10 
bridges over City Park Lake. These are times when it will not be safe to pass under the 
structure, such as during removal of existing bridge sections, installation of beams, and 
other overhead construction activities. These circumstances will require closing the 
portion of the trail passing underneath the interstate until it is determined safe to pass 
under the structure. 
 
The construction of this section of the I-10 widening, the City Park Lake bridge, will last 
about four to five years with some type of prohibition of passage underneath the bridges 
at the trail occurring approximately 20 to 25% of the time. DOTD will require that the 
contractor keep the trail underneath the bridges open to the extent possible. Information 
regarding temporary closures of the trail will be made available in advance and signage 
will be provided on the site. Alternate roadway passage (E. Lakeshore Drive) on the east 
side of the lake will not be available as this segment of roadway will be closed during 
bridge construction. 
 
While the temporary closures of roughly 200 feet of the City Park Lake Trail during 
construction will be an inconvenience, the temporary closures will not adversely affect the 
features, attributes or activities of the trail. The portion of the trail affected within the I-10 
right of way will be restored to at least the same condition once the removal of the existing 
bridges and the construction of the new bridges are completed. 
 
The overhead/shading of the lake resulting from the new bridge will increase by about 
1.45 acres, as the new bridge is wider than the existing two bridges. This additional 
shading will not adversely affect the features, attributes or activities within the lake. 
Currently, City Park Lake’s recreational attributes within the lake are severely impaired 
and limited as City Park Lake is shallow and in poor health. 
 
Temporary trestles are needed in City Park Lake on both the north and south side of the 
existing bridges to remove the existing bridges and construct the new bridge. The trestle 
system on the north side of the existing bridges will be constructed then removed and 

View of Lake &Trail North toward I-10 
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relocated to the south side. It is anticipated that the north trestle will be installed summer 
of 2023 and removed and moved to the south side in early 2025. The trestle on the south 
side will be removed around mid-2026. Additionally, the bulkhead needed on the west 
side of the lake for crane placement and to access the trestles will be removed upon 
completion of the new bridge.  
 
The acquisition of right of way and construction servitude within City Park Lake will not 
adversely affect the features, attributes or activities of City Park Lake. The temporary 
trestles and bulkhead will be removed once the new bridge is completed. The lake 
restoration project and the construction of the City Park Lake bridge are being developed 
at the same time with coordination occurring among project teams.  
 

 PUBLIC INPUT AND AGENCY COORDINATION 
 
The public was informed of the de minimis impact during the public meetings held August 
28-30, 2018, the public hearings held November 19 and 20, 2019, and a Public Meeting 
held March 7, 2023. The comments related to the lake and trail dealt with connectivity to 
the City Park amenities and safety concerns for walkers and joggers. A summary of 
comments related to area parks and the multiuse path made at 2018 meetings and 2019 
hearings is included in the Section 4(f) de minimis determination found in Appendix D of 
the Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI). Comments made at the 2023 meeting 
related to CPL, CPL Trail, or CPL Bridge are found in Attachment 1 of this document.  
 
Coordination with the City-Parish, BREC and the Office of State Parks was done 
throughout the planning and development of the I-10 project. Coordination with the City-
Parish and BREC specific to the de minimis impact conducted before 2020 can be found 
in the Section 4(f) de minimis determination found in Appendix D of the FONSI. Updated 
communications with the City-Parish and BREC regarding the de minimis impact on City 
Park Lake and Trail can be found in Attachment 2 of this document. Both entities 
concurred with the de minimis determination. 
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SIGNATURE PAGE 

FHWA has determined the impacts to the City Park Lake & Trail are consistent with the Section 
4(f) de minimis finding.  

FHWA, LA Division- Environmental Protection Specialist Date 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS FROM PUBLIC MEETING 
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A public meeting was held on March 7, 2023. The purpose of the meeting was to obtain public input on the project 

with emphasis given to design modifications, construction sequencing, and traffic management. The City Park Lake 

(CPL) bridge was a featured station at the public meeting. The required right of way and construction servitude were 

specifically shown on an exhibit. Below is a table of the comments received from the public meeting specifically 

related to CPL, CPL trail, or CPL bridge. 

 

Comments related to CPL, CPL trail, or CPL bridge Responses 

The EBR Chamber of Commerce. I am the Chairman. 

Things we do not agree with: 

1) Replacing the City Park Bridges. Just repair the piers in the 

lake to prevent acidic deterioration. LESS MONEY & 

CONSTRUCTION TIME. … 

3) The current plan is to replace entirely too much of I-10 from 

the I-10/I-12 split to the "New Bridge". EXTEND THE 

ENTRACES TO I-10 WEST AT ACADIAN THWY. AND 

PERKINS ROAD. CLOSE THE I-10 EAST - WASHINGTON 

STREET EXIT. ADD 1 LANE TO EACH OF THE CURRENT 

CITY PARK BRIDGES. … 

Comment Noted 

What is the remaining usable life for the elevated section of I-10 in 

Baton Rouge that will be replaced? Was replacing the elevated 

section(s) included in the initial plan to widen I-10? Did the 

environmental assessment include disposing of all of that concrete 

and and steel and the possible concrete dust that will be created by 

the replacement of the elevated section (and the bridges over the 

lakes etc)? How will all of that concrete and steel be removed from 

the interstate and where/how will it be stored and disposed of? 

The elevated sections were built in 1967 

and the design life was 50 years. So, these 

sections have already exceeded their 

design life. Replacing the elevated section 

was included in the EA that received a 

FONSI (Finding of No Significant 

Impact). The contractor is tasked with 

preparing plans for demolition and 

materials disposal in accordance with all 

State and Federal laws. For steel members, 

the remaining fatigue life is -45 to -50 

years. 

… 16. I understand water will be used to help with the dust during 

construction. Where is this to drain? Will it be filtered through a 

seize to catch debris? And will it be draining into our street culverts 

and therefore causing future drainage issues on our street and 

surrounding areas in our neighborhood and surrounding businesses? 

Our culverts drain into City Park Lake, what of the consequences to 

the wildlife there?...  

30. I understand drill shafts used over City Park Lake, which is in 

close proximity to my home on Estates Road, so that is concern for 

hazardous vibration and noise as well, in addition to structural 

impact to my home. … 

16. The contractor will follow DOTD’s 

standard plans for Erosion Control and will 

address all stormwater within the project 

limits. 

30. The drilled shaft method of pile 

installation will be used at the ends of the 

City Park Lake Bridge. This method 

decreases construction noise and vibration 

at these locations which are close to 

residential areas. 

… 8. Drivers are given the right of way around and through City 

Park. Changes to that should be made. There is little respect given to 

the pedestrians, joggers, and bikers, especially with the changes of 

on and off ramps in the area. … 

10. Safety restrictions should be made and enforced in the 

underlying areas where changes are being made to the I-10 corridor. 

Drivers are not paying attention to pedestrians, joggers, bikers, 

mothers with baby strollers, ducks, etc. This includes Dalrymple, 

East Lakeshore and Perkins Road from Broussard all the way to 

Acadian Thruway. … 

8. Comment Noted. 

10. Comment Noted. 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
 

CITY-PARISH/BREC CORRESPONDENCE 
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I‐10 CMAR PROJECT IN BATON ROUGE 

Information to Support NEPA Reevaluation for 

Lake Erie Outfall Improvements 
 

INTRODUCTION 

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (LADOTD) is in the process of widening I‐

10 in the Baton Rouge area from the LA 415 Interchange (west side of the Mississippi River) to just east of 

the I‐10/I‐12 split (east side of the Mississippi River). The Environmental Assessment Phase resulted in a 

Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) based in part on initial line and grade drawings. As additional land 

survey  fieldwork and highway design  refinement occurred, DOTD  identified  the need  to upgrade  the 

capacity of an existing stormwater drain pipe extending from I‐10 south to its outfall into Lake Erie at E. 

Lakeshore Drive in order to provide for adequate drainage of the new I‐10 system and surrounding areas.    

Refer to Exhibit 1. 

Exhibit 1 – Location of Outfall Improvements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This  document  has  been  prepared  to  provide  information  needed  for  a  NEPA  reevaluation  for  the 

proposed Lake Erie  outfall improvements. 

Lake Erie 

Fiero St. 
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DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED OUTFALL IMPROVEMENTS 

The  existing  subsurface  concrete  drain  pipe  has  been  in  place many  years,  possibly  predating  the 

interstate itself which was constructed in the mid‐1960s.  This 36” pipe will be replaced with a 54” pipe 

sufficient  to  handle  rainfall  runoff  generated  by  the  design  storm  in  accordance with  DOTD  design 

standards. This outfall pipe into Lake Erie (a small tributary pond above City Park Lake) passes beneath 

two City streets – Fiero Street and E. Lakeshore Drive – and between two residences identified below: 

 2597 E. Lakeshore Drive (PID 578401) – owned and occupied by Cade and Lizzy Verges 

 2595 E. Lakeshore Drive (PID 754056) – owned and occupied by Nancy David 

To  upgrade  the  drain  pipe  LADOTD must  acquire  drainage  and  construction  servitudes  from  these 

homeowners.  These servitudes include a 30 foot wide corridor as a permanent drainage servitude and 

some  temporary  construction  servitude  areas  for  driveway  reconstruction.  After  construction  is 

completed,  the  temporary  construction  servitude  area  will  revert  to  the  parcel  owner,  while  the 

permanent drainage servitude will eventually be transferred in ownership to the City‐Parish government. 

It is noted that a sanitary sewer pipe currently exists between the two residential parcels and there is no 

record of establishment of a public servitude for this pipe.  This circumstance has no bearing on the need 

for permanent drainage servitude for the improved outfall pipe. 

Refer to Exhibit 2 for a plan view layout of the pipe.  Appendix A provides a more detailed exhibit including 

the proposed profile of the new 54” pipe.  

 

Exhibit 2 – Plan View of Proposed Improvements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The estimated cost is of the new 54” pipe including design and construction is approximately $750,000.  

This cost will be finalized during the design stage and could go up or down.    
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COMMUNICATIONS AND OUTREACH 

Exhibit 3 indicates the two affected property parcels in the project area. 

 

Exhibit 3 – Parcel Map 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

AFFECTED PARCEL 

AFFECTED PARCEL 
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Exhibit 4 provides the Parcel ID and names of the property owners.  

 

Exhibit 4 – Listing of Affected Property Owners 

Parcel ID  Street #  Parcel Owner  Contact  Contact Address  Phone  Date of 
Meeting 

578401 
Lot 79 PT 
Zee Zee 
Gardens 

2597 E. 
Lakeshore 
Dr. 

Christopher 
Cade and Lizzy 
Verges 

Cade and 
(spouse) Lizzy 
Verges 

2595 E. Lakeshore 
Dr., Baton Rouge, 
LA 70808 

(225) 268‐
6512 

6/14/23 
In‐person 

574056 
Lot 80‐D 
Zee Zee 
Garcens 

2595 E. 
Lakeshore 
Dr. 

Nancy David  (son) McHugh 
David 

2597 E. Lakeshore 
Dr., Baton Rouge, 
LA 70808 

(225) 931‐
1232 

6/14/23 
(virtual) 

 
 

The owners of the two residential properties were identified and contacted by hand‐delivery of a letter 

left at the front door of each residence. Neither occupant was home at the time of delivery. Hand delivery 

was  chosen over U S Postal Service  to expedite  the notification process. The  letter  (see Appendix B) 

informed the resident/owner of the existing drainage pipe, the need for replacement, and requested the 

property owner  contact DOTD’s  representative  to  schedule  a meeting  for  information  exchange  and 

discussion. Within two days both owners telephoned the representative and a meeting was scheduled. 

 

 

Meeting Held 

The Public Outreach team conducted one meeting at 8 am on Wednesday, June 14, 2023. The meeting 

location was conference room 113 D at DOTD headquarters, 1201 Capitol Access Road, Baton Rouge. A 

Zoom  virtual meeting was  offered  to Nancy  and McHugh David  because Ms. David’s  recent  surgery 

prevented her attendance  in person. Both property owners, DOTD management and real estate staff, 

design engineers and the project contractor were all represented at this meeting. The attendance sign‐in 

sheet, on‐screen presentation, and summary notes are provided in Appendix B. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX A 

Plan/Profile Exhibit of Proposed 

Improvements 
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Communications and Outreach 







  1 

Meeting Summary Notes with 
Homeowners adjacent to the Lake Erie 
Outfall Meeting #1 
H.004100   I‐10  (LA  415  to  Essen  Lane  on   I‐10  and   I‐12),  WBR  and  EBR  Parishes  

Meeting Date:   6/14/2023 8:00 AM   

Location:  LADOTD Room 113D 

 
PURPOSE  
To provide information and gain feedback from the property owners Cade and Lizzy Verges ( 2597 E. 
Lakeshore Drive) and  Nancy David (2595 E. Lakeshore Drive) on the proposed outfall improvements to 
Lake Erie. The construction of the outfall will require approximately 30 feet of drainage servitude 
(permanent) on either side of the replacement pipe and construction servitude (temporary). Since this 
scope was not included in the FONSI issued for this project, a reevaluation for this work will be prepared 
for the Environmental Assessment and submitted to FHWA.  

  
ATTENDEES 
 

Nick Olivier (DOTD) 
Jeff Plauche (KBJV) 
Bob Schmidt (Huval, COREX10) 
Sherri LeBas (GEC, COREX10) 
James Taylor (Franklin 
Associates, COREX10) 
Fred Raiford (C‐P DPW) 
Dennis Moore (K‐B) 
Kiawasha White (DOTD) 
Donna Stinson (DOTD) 
Robert Lott (DOTD) 
 

Homeowners 
Cade and Lizzy Verges (2597 E. 
Lakeshore owners) 
Nancy David (2595 E. Lakeshore 
owner) 
McHugh David (son of homeowner 
Nancy) 

 
FOR DELIBERATIONS ONLY. NOTES ARE A PARAPHRASE OF DISCUSSION POINTS. 

DECISIONS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 
 

 
MEETING  SUMMARY  NOTES 

James launched the Zoom meeting and admitted Nancy and McHugh David. He welcomed all and 

introduced guests. Staff introduced themselves. The purpose of the meeting was explained to the 

property owners in that the existing pipe located between the properties located at 2595 and 2597 E. 



H.004100  Meeting  Minutes  

2 Meeting Date: June 14, 2023 8:00 am | Location: DOTD Room 113 and Virtual 

 

Lakeshore Drive needs to be replaced with a larger pipe. An air photo was displayed showing the two 

residences, the interstate to the north and Lake Erie to the south.  

Nick provided a detailed overview of the meeting’s intent and scope of work and the need for DOTD to 

acquire drainage servitude and construction servitude for the replacement of the drainage pipe that 

runs from Fiero Street to E. Lakeshore Drive. A synopsis of the overview provided by Nick is as follows: 

During the design phase of the project it was determined that the capacity of the existing 36” diameter 

pipe from I‐10 to the outfall in Lake Erie needs to be increased to a 54” diameter pipe due to the 

drainage flow that moves from north of I‐10 under I‐10 to the Lake Erie outfall.  

In order to replace the 36” diameter pipe with a 54” diameter pipe both a drainage servitude which is a 

permanent servitude and a construction servitude, which is temporary, will be required from both 

property owners. Both servitudes allow for compensation to the affected property owners from DOTD.  

The replacement of the 36” diameter pipe with a 54” diameter pipe and obtaining the required drainage 

servitude and the construction servitude was not included in the Environmental Assessment that 

received a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) in February of 2021. Therefore, an environmental 

reevaluation will be submitted to FHWA for the inclusion of the 54” pipe, drainage servitude and the 

construction servitude. Part of an environmental reevaluation is to meet with the affected property 

owners to explain the work that will be done, the process for drainage and construction servitude 

acquisition and to provide any additional information or answer questions that the property owner may 

have regarding the proposed construction.  

The removal of the 36” diameter pipe and replacement with a 54” diameter pipe will involve impacts to 

the fences, driveways, landscaping, etc. 

For discussion purposes, exhibits shown at the meeting are included in Attachment A and were used to 

aid in the discussion. The meeting sign in sheet is also included in Attachment A. 

Some summary points that Nick made are as follow: 

 A cross drain crosses under I‐10. 

 The 36” pipe will be replaced with a 54” pipe with catch basins. 

 The fence on the the Verges’s property will be impacted. 

 The width of the required drainage servitude is 30 feet. It will be acquired in perpetuity.  

 The DOTD and EBR have found no evidence of an existing servitude for the existing 36” diameter 

pipe. There is a servitude for the existing waterline. 

 A drainage servitude and construction servitude will be required. 

 The entire driveway on the David’s property will be reconstructed.  

 The construction of the 54” diameter pipe will occur in approximately 2025.  

 

Nick opened the meeting up for discussion, comments and questions. A summary follows (questions and 

comments paraphrased): 

 

1. Lizzy: I understand that this project has been going on for some time. Why wasn’t it discovered 

before now that a drainage servitude and construction servitude would be needed? 
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3 Meeting Date: June 14, 2023 8:00 am | Location: DOTD Room 113 and Virtual 

 

  Nick: During the environmental process, a detailed design is not performed. Rather, work 

  progresses only to a point where impacts to natural resources and community are reviewed as 

  part of the NEPA process. Once the FONSI is obtained, the topographic survey of the project 

  begins. Once the survey is complete, the design commences.  During design, it was 

  determined that the 36” pipe is undersized and requires replacement.  

2. Cade: Will the mouth (outfall) be located in the same spot as it is now? 

  Nick: yes 

3. Nancy: 30’ total drainage servitude is shown. 15’ from the drainage pipe towards our property. 

Not sure we have 15’ to work in. 

  Nick: The drainage servitude is a permanent servitude for which you will be compensated.  

  Nancy: Will this drainage servitude be transferred with the property if it was ever sold? 

  Nick: yes 

4. Cade: There is another outfall on the south side of my property. Does the City Parish own that 

outfall? 

  Fred : yes 

5. Nancy: When will this construction occur? 

  Nick: in about 1.5 years from now. 

6. Nancy: I have dogs. I need a temporary fence so that I can let my dogs out during the 

construction of the outfall. 

  Jeff: We will provide a temporary fence to secure your property. 

7. Cade: We have catch basins on our side of the fence. 

  Nick: Acknowledged the catch basins. 

8. Cade: Post construction. What does this look like? 

Kia: Once we obtain the construction servitude, it will be in place for 4 years. If additional time is 

required, it will be renewed in 1‐year intervals. As far as the shrubs, I don’t want to over speak 

on the value or replacement cost and how that is handled. The value for the shrubs and 

apurtances that are in the drainage servitude and the construction servitude would be 

determined by the appraisal and included in the offer from DOTD. Someone from the DOTD 

appraisal section would need to respond to this question.  

[Nick Olivier left the room and called Ms. Donna Stinson, appraisal DOTD chief, and asked her to 

come to the meeting. Nick returned to the meeting. Donna introduced herself to the meeting 

shortly after being called.] 

Kia continued with her response explaining the process. When the environmental reevaluation 

is complete and FHWA has approved it, the required parcels will be added to the right of way 
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map. We will not begin the right of way acquisition process until the right of way maps are 

complete. During the appraisal period, the appraiser will walk the property with you. The 

vegetation can be discussed with the appraiser. Based on the appraisal, the DOTD will make an 

offer to the property owner. This starts the negotiations period with the property owner.  

9. Cade: Will we be notified when you plan to survey the property? 

  Nick: yes, a letter requesting egress to your property will be sent to you by DOTD. This is to 

  allow land survey team to access your property.  

10. Cade: How long will it take to put the pipe in? 

  Jeff: About 2 to 3 months once we start. Nick added to the response and spoke   about the 

  temporary closure of Fiero and E. Lakeshore that will need to take place to install the 

  drainage system. We will hold meetings with the property owners in this area to let them know 

  about the road closures.  

11. Cade: Will we lose the pine trees? 

  Nick: We are making every attempt to save trees on this project but some will be removed due 

  to impacts. I can’t say at this time whether or not the pine trees will need to be   removed. Our 

  arborist will need to assess the situation after the survey crew has flagged the   servitude.  

12. Cade: Who runs the substation? 

  Fred: The City Parish does. The 36” pipe runs next to it.  

  Cade: There is a sinkhole. 

  Fred: I am aware of it.  

13. Lizzy: We just installed a basketball court around Christmas time. Will this be taken into account 

in the appraisal? 

  Donna: Yes. Dennis added on by saying if we take part of the basketball court, we may   need to 

  remove and replace it in its entirety. Donna asked if the City Parish of EBR will allow the 

  construction of a basketball court on the permanent drainage servitude if the basketball court 

  happens to fall within that area. Fred Raiford responded that they will have to look at where the 

  drainage servitude is located relative to the basketball court.  

  Fred added that DOTD will acquire the drainage servitude and then once the work is complete, 

  the drainage servitude will be transferred to the City Parish of Baton Rouge.  

14. Cade: What is the material of the existing pipe? 

  Nick: metal 

15. Cade: How do features like trees, shrubs and fence get replaced? 

  Donna: Compensation will be included in the appraisal/offer. DOTD does not perform the work 

  to replace trees and shurbs or specialty fence. Specialty fence is fence other than DOTD 

  standard plan barbed wire.  
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16. Cade: We will need a temporary fence. Our children are ages 10, 7 and 4 and we need to secure 

the area. 

  Nick: The contractor is responsible for securing the property during construction. 

  Expressed that we want to work with you the best we can to secure the site and minimize 

  impact as much as we can. Dennis added that the contractor would likely install a chain link 

  fence temporarily.  

17. Cade: Wil the 54” pipe extend all the way through this required drainage servitude or will it vary 

in size? 

  Nick: yes, 54” all the way. 

18. Cade: How deep will the cut be for the trench? 

  Jeff: 8’ to the bottom of the trench. 3’ to 4’ of fill on top of the pipe. Dennis added that it will 

  not be an open trench the whole length as KB will perform the work in sections at a time.  

19. Fred: Do you have any yard drains that tap into the existing 36” pipe? 

  Both property owners replied no.  

20. Cade: Are you coordinating with the Lakes team? 

  Nick: yes 

21. Lizzy: What if we do not come to terms with the compensation? 

  Kia: There will be a negotiations process if the property owner does not agree to the first offer. 

  If we cannot come to an agreement then DOTD would expropriate the property.  

22. Cade: Would Fiero and E. Lakeshore be closed at the same time?  

  Nick: Both will not be closed at the same time. We will provide the community notice of these 

  pending street closures.  

23. James offered to send the property owners a copy of the DOTD real estate process. The 

property owners stated they would like a copy. Kia commented that information on the process 

is also provided to the property owner during the appraisal period.  

 

24. The design team will add in a construction servitude for the complete reconstruction of Mrs. 

David’s driveway. The contractor will replace the driveway.  

  The drawing will remain as is showing the drainage servitude in the area of the basketball court 

  as compensation to the property owner will be provided through the acquisition. The property 

  owner will then be responsible for the basketball court in (upon  agreement with the City Parish 

  of EBR), fence, and landscaping.  
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Meeting adjourned. 

Follow‐up will include provision to the property owners the following items: 

1) Copy of engineer’s diagram of the proposed drainage servitude 

2) Copy of DOTD Office of Real Estate manual “2021 Acquisition Brochure” 

http://wwwsp.dotd.la.gov/Inside_LaDOTD/Divisions/Engineering/Real_Estate/Manuals/2021%2

0Acquisition%20Brochure%20revised%207.22.21.pdf 
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