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SECTION I 
 

EAST POLK STREET PARK 
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Section 4f Evaluation  
 
Section 4(f) de minimis determination for the use of East Polk Street Park property 
located at 1700 East Polk Street, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802. 
 
The I-10 LA 415 to Essen Lane project (State Project Number H.004100) proposes a new ramp 
on Interstate 10 (I-10) in Baton Rouge that consolidates the Washington Street and Dalrymple 
Drive ramps. The consolidated interchange requires additional right-of-way (ROW) along the 
existing Dalrymple off ramp from eastbound I-10. As conceptually designed, the project will 
require acquisition of a linear section of property, approximately 0.04 acres, from the eastern 
property boundary adjacent to LA DOTD’s existing ROW (Attachment 1). This section of the 
property is green space and does not support any playground equipment, the basketball court, 
or ball fields. All efforts were made to minimize the amount of additional ROW required; 
however, the new ramps would not meet the design criteria required without affecting this small 
portion of the park property.  
 
LA DOTD is proposing to install a multiuse trail adjacent to the new ROW that would run from 
Expressway Park to Dalrymple Drive and provide a connection into East Polk Street Park. The 
new trail would create a signed, safe linkage between the park and the bike trails and boat 
launch along the University/City Park Lakes as well as the Knock Knock Children’s Museum 
located on the opposite side of the I-10 ramps. As mitigation, LA DOTD has also committed to 
assisting Recreation and Park Commission of East Baton Rouge (BREC), the entity with 
jurisdiction over East Polk Street Park, with the installation of plant material to restore the plant 
buffer that will be removed as a result of the reconfigured interchange as well as an internal trail. 
Students at LSU developed multiple concepts for a renewed East Polk Street Park for BREC 
including the connection to the proposed Expressway to Dalrymple multiuse path and 
restoration of the vegetation buffer. A few of these concepts are included in Attachment 2. 
 
East Polk Street Park is a three-acre park located at the terminus of a neighborhood road and 
provides recreational opportunities for the residents of the immediate neighborhood. The larger 
City-Brooks Park is located across the ramps to the east of this park and cannot be accessed by 
park goers due to the presence of interstate ramps with controlled access. The park property 
does not extend the full distance to Dalrymple Drive, and; therefore, affords no access from 
East Polk Street Park to the trails along the lakefront. LA DOTD will provide the connection to 
the lakefront that is currently missing. 
 
The public was informed of the de minimis impact during the public meetings held August 28-30, 
2018. A summary of comments related to the park and multiuse path is included as Attachment 
3. Generally, the public is in favor of more connections between the parks and the lakefront. The 
public will have another opportunity to comment at the upcoming public hearing. 
 
Coordination with BREC and the Office of State Parks has been ongoing throughout the 
planning and development of the I-10 project. Coordination with BREC specific to East Polk 
Park related to the de minimis impact on the park and proposed mitigation can be found in 
Attachment 4. BREC concurred with the de minimis determination. 
 
Attached are: 
 

1. A map of East Polk Street Park with the existing and proposed ROW depicted 
2. A conceptual drawing of the proposed trail along with a sampling of East Polk Street 

Park designs developed by LSU Landscape Architecture students 
3. A summary of comments received as a result of public meeting 
4. Correspondence with BREC relative to the de minimis finding 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

EAST POLK STREET PARK MAP
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ATTACHMENT 2 
 

CONCEPTUAL DRAWING OF TRAILS AND  
LSU SCHOOL OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

RENDERING SAMPLES





                                                    DESIGN NARRATIVE

In this design, this East Polk Park street Park features many geometric features and many other modern features. Growing itself from 
the angles of the existing interstate, this design was able to flourish. The juxtaposition of the interstate and the modern park seamlessly 
coincide together to form a union between the battling greenway and interstate 10. This design first features way finding from East Polk 
Street, connecting into livable streets. After the user walks, bikes, or blades across the livable street they will encounter a new round-
about looking into the park avenue. New plating with vertical elements, are designed to attract people into the park, and they can physi-
cally interact with the vision with more livable programming. With the new playground equipment, walking, and sport courts, this park is 
made to play. The existing greenway will feature a trialhead connecting the greenway into the park for a scenic ride. Viewers of the park 
can relax on the raised turf mounds, and can enjoy watching people, traffic, or a local music concert. As the people move throughout the 
park, they will eventually walk into the wildflower walk. This walk will feature native wildflowers and plant identification. 

All in all, this park is a park for the future and should be treated as such. With thoughtfulness and care, this park should last a lifetime 
and could bring many joys and memories to its users in the local neighborhood.  
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Schematic Design - Plan

East Polk Street Park E. Couture     LA 2002 Site Design Studio
LSU Spring 2019
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Schematic Design - Sections/Elevations and Sketches

East Polk Street Park C.Wilkins      LA 2002 Site Design Studio
LSU Spring 2019
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Schematic Design- Plan  

LA 2002 Site Design Studio
LSU Spring 2019

A. CarboEast Polk Street Park

While visiting East Polk Street Park, a lack of community engagement as well as a disconnection between the 
neighborhood and surrounding areas were observed. The disconnection happened in the 1970’s when I-10 was 
constructed.  There are currently new plans for an expansion of the I-10 off ramp exit for Dalrymple Drive. With 
the implementation of these plans, it would impede on the current property line of the park as well as remove the 
existing set of trees that acts as sound buffer from the noises of the interstate. However, with DOTD’s plans 
comes the proposal of implementing a retaining wall and a new connection to the Baton Rouge Greenway. The 
proposed design will take advantage of the greenway access and create connections through the site to the 
neighboring community. People in the Old South Baton Rouge community will have an opportunity to reconnect to 
the City Park area, City Park lake, and surrounding amenities.

Community engagement and educational opportunities are the driving force for this design. Educational opportu-
nities in the park will include the City Citrus Project, sensory playgrounds, and smart park technology. With the im-
plementation of The City Citrus project, the community will have access to fresh citrus, fragrant smells, and expe-
riences with growing their own produce. The design allows for the community to have a safe, accessible, and en-
gaging place that allows for various recreational activities. As visitors walk through the site, they will have the 
chance to see different sculptures made by local students. This will allow students to feel a sense of connection 
and responsibility with the new design of the park. Solar panels and regenerative exercise equipment allow for 
visitors to learn about the importance of sustainability and clean energy.
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Schematic Design- Sections and Perspectives  

East Polk Street Park LA 2002 Site Design Studio
LSU Spring 2019
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Schematic Design - Section And Perspectives   

East Polk Street Park LA 2002 Site Design Studio
LSU Spring 2019
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C. Burgess

NARRATIVE

The purpose of the redesign of East Polk Park was to use innovation and technology 
to create a welcoming smart park for a community that is in dire need of a sense of 
place. A community with a rich cultural history needs a space to define it. Historical  
signage is used throughtout the park to highlight the history of the community with a 
monumental dripwall layed with engraved bricks with names of people in the          
community. Colored turf is used to brighten the site and give a warm welcoming to 
anyone entering. Shade structures that  capture water double as pavillions to create 
gathering areas for things such as community outreach programs. Furthermore, the 
redesign of East Polk Park is meant to bring life back to a community that needs it. 
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Site Analysis - Analysis Map

East Polk Street Park LA 2002 Site Design Studio
LSU Spring 2019
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Schematic Design Plan

East Polk Street Park LA 2002 Site Design Studio
LSU Spring 2019
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ATTACHMENT 3 
 

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS FROM PUBLIC MEETINGS



COMMENT RESPONSE

PLEASE keep the bike/pedestrian design elements included thus far. These items 

have a way of vanishing from the "plans" and are an essential safety feature. 

THANK YOU. 

Thank you for your comments.   

The proposed designs for the city lake bridge and proposed walking trail 

connections looked very enjoyable. 
Thank you for your comment.

I support the Expressway Park to Dalrymple initiative.  

I also strongly support the ‘softening' of the I‐10 bridge as it crosses over the City 

Park Lake. 

While this project (State Project No. H.004100.2) may be needed, Baton Rouge also 

needs BOTH a North and South loop around Baton Rouge.  Had we built true 

bypasses around Baton Rouge 25 or 30 years ago, we may have avoided a need to 

consider this project. 

Thank you for your comments.  

Please try to avoid destroying as many trees as possible.  Particularly concerned 

about section 4-F where the new exit will run.

DOTD will be replacing trees in accordance with their Significant Tree policy and will replant where, 

possible in coordination with Baton Rouge Green.  The 0.04 acre slice of  East Polk Street Park has no 

direct impact on any active or passive park uses.  Additionally, the proposed multiuse path may 

utilize some of this space.

Polk Street Park should be maintained as much as possible.  Create safe connection 

for OSBR to lakes.

East Polk Street Park is part of a concept plan to provide a trail from Expressway Park to the City 

Park Lake/Dalrymple Drive.  No impact to active park uses are anticipated as a result of the 

acquisition of .04 acres along the existing right-of-way nor from a concept trail.

Will pedestrian access be preserved for those needing to cross under the interstate 

at Terrace, Louise and Washington streets?

We're pleased to see a multi-use path on the west side of Acadian, even though it's 

merely conceptual at this point, but what about those needing to walk along the 

east side of Acadian between Perkins Rd. and Bawell?  

Pedestrian access under the interstate at Terrace, Louise and Washington will remain. Context 

sensitive design elements  will be identified in the Environmental Assessment.  Concepts at Acadian 

remain under development, it is possible additional sidewalks and crosswalks may be incorporated.  

4) Braddock Complete Street Proposal The LADOTD proposed complete street 

improvements on Braddock Street connecting Expressway Park to Dalrymple Drive 

provide citizens a safe route to travel as a pedestrian or on a bicycle and should be 

implemented as part of this project.  Expressway Park is a component of the overall 

Downtown Greenway, a pedestrian and bicycling corridor that links inner city 

residential neighborhoods to downtown parks, businesses, and cultural attractions.  

The connection of the Braddock Street Complete Street to the Downtown 

Greenway at Expressway Park should be thoroughly analyzed and developed to 

ensure a safe transition between the two bicycle/pedestrian systems.  I applaud 

the project teams’ effort to connect and develop safe bicycle and pedestrian 

infrastructure.

Thank you for your comment.  We will continue to work with BREC and the DDD to select a route 

that compliments other routes both existing and planned.

Please keep bike lanes on Dalrymple on lake side rather than crossing streets. 
Thank you for your comment, we will take them under advisement while working through potential 

mitigation and enhancements for the project.

 Public bath/showers for homeless/joggers  Thank you for your comment.

 to provide lighting and a cement path along the bridge from Government to 

Washington St. including bike area with park benches 
 Thank you for your comment.

Include the amenities of this project - parks, bike paths, places, for kids to play  Thank you for your comment.

 Improved bike lanes, landscaping, lighting, public art, sidewalks, would be greatly 

appreciated. 
 Thank you for your comments.

 Why is the downtown greenway proposed trail going thru the graveyard?
 The Downtown Greenway trail is a concept, it has not been designed as of yet.  The Downtown 

Development District is aware of the cemetery.

 Preserve pedestrian access on Terrace, Louise and Washington Streets, so that 

people can safely cross under the interstate. 

 Thank you for your comments.  Pedestrian access will be restored where it exists and additional 

access is included in project concepts.

 I'd like to see an open area for outdoor activities such as movie outside area keep 

an area for bike riding without traveling in the way of traffic. 
 Thank you for your comments.

 The area south of the golf course needs to be converted to parking for the Knock 

Knock museum. We do not need a boat dock. 

 Thank you for your comments. The proposed project does not intend to change the uses of existing 

BREC facilities.

 To keep streets open to flow through to the other side of interstate & instead of 

going around on out of the way to get to certain location. 

 Thank you for your comments. Due to control of access concerns, several streets will have to close 

connections to Braddock or Washington; none of the affected streets currently run under I-10.

 Definitely want pedestrian and bike pathway!  Thank you for your comments.

 I like the designs as proposed for the multiuse trail (Red) paralleling I-10 project. I 

would prefer the path not underneath the bridge (parallel). This will attract the 

homeless, creating a trail less likely to be used by commuters. 

 Thank you for your comments.

 I would hope that the trails will be lighted at night for safety. I would like to see 

something functional placed at the Trail connection at Dalrymple Drive - a 

waterway station, pumps for bicycles, rest stops, etc. 

 Thank you for your comments.

 Skate Park, Bike Path, Running Path, Water Fountains ( Like at the Shaw Center)  Thank you for your comments.

 Build an elevated ramp over Dalrymple so we don't have to fight cars to cross the 

lakes. Thanks. Love this! 

 Thank you for your comments. An elevated pedestrian bridge over Dalrymple is not under 

consideration at this time.  Additional trail access and a safe, pedestrian signal crossing has been 

 Well-lit areas are key. Signals and beacons that will help to alert vehicles of peds + 

cyclists. Connectivity to the greater network of trails. 
 Thank you for your comments.
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BREC CORRESPONDENCE 
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SECTION II 
 

CITY PARK LAKE TRAIL 



 LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

D2B FHWA de minimis Finding  Parks RV1  PROVIDENCE 

Section 4(f) de minimis determination for use of the City Park Lake Trail located at 
Dalrymple Drive and East Lakeshore Drive at City Park Lake, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 
 
The I-10 LA 415 to Essen Lane project (State Project Number H.004100) proposes a new ramp 
that consolidates the Washington Street and Dalrymple ramps as well as replacement of the 
I-10 bridge over City Park Lake. City Park Lake supports a multiuse trail that links with the 
multiuse lane on Dalrymple Drive to allow for off-street biking and walking around the City Park 
and University Lakes (Attachment 5). The trail is under the jurisdiction of and maintained by the 
City of Baton Rouge/Parish of East Baton Rouge (City-Parish).  
 
The impact to the City Park Lake Trail will be in the form of the temporary closure of the trail to 
pedestrians and cyclists for varying durations during the construction of the new City Park Lake 
Bridge. There will be times during construction when it will not be safe to pass under the 
structure, such as during removal of existing bridge sections, installation of beams, and other 
overhead construction activities. These circumstances will require closing the portion of the trail 
passing underneath the interstate until it is determined safe to pass under the structure. 
Construction is proposed to occur overnight as practicable, which will minimize trail closure 
periods. LA DOTD will also acquire approximately 0.02 acres of the trail as part of the widening 
project. The trail and its uses will not be affected by this acquisition. 
 
As a benefit, LA DOTD is proposing to install a multiuse trail adjacent to new ROW that would 
run from Expressway Park to Dalrymple Drive and provide a connection into East Polk Street 
Park. The new trail would create a signed, safe linkage between the two parks and the bike 
trails and boat launch along the University/City Park Lakes. Since the East Polk Street Park 
property does not extend the full distance to Dalrymple Drive, LA DOTD will provide the 
connection to the lakefront that is currently missing. 
 
The public was informed of the bridge replacement and park impacts during the public meetings 
held August 28-30, 2018. City Park Lake Trail specific comments were not received, other than 
an overall theme to provide connectivity to the City Park amenities. Attachment 6 contains 
public meeting comments. The public will be afforded another comment opportunity during the 
public hearings to be held in fall 2019. 
 
Coordination with the Recreation and Park Commission of East Baton Rouge and the City-
Parish has been ongoing throughout the planning and development of this project. 
Correspondence with the City-Parish relating concurrence with the de minimis determination is 
in Attachment 7. 
 
Attached are: 
 

1. A map of City Park Lake Trail with the existing and proposed ROW depicted 
2. A summary of comments received as a result of the public meetings 
3. Correspondence with the City-Parish relative to the de minimis finding 
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CITY PARK LAKE TRAIL MAP
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ATTACHMENT 6 
 

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS FROM PUBLIC MEETINGS



COMMENT RESPONSE

PLEASE keep the bike/pedestrian design elements included thus far. These 

items have a way of vanishing from the "plans" and are an essential safety 

feature. THANK YOU. 

Thank you for your comments.   

The proposed designs for the city lake bridge and proposed walking trail 

connections looked very enjoyable. 
Thank you for your comment.

I support the Expressway Park to Dalrymple initiative.  

I also strongly support the ‘softening' of the I‐10 bridge as it crosses over the 

City Park Lake. 

While this project (State Project No. H.004100.2) may be needed, Baton 

Rouge also needs BOTH a North and South loop around Baton Rouge.  Had we 

built true bypasses around Baton Rouge 25 or 30 years ago, we may have 

avoided a need to consider this project. 

Thank you for your comments.  

4) Braddock Complete Street Proposal The LADOTD proposed complete 

street improvements on Braddock Street connecting Expressway Park to 

Dalrymple Drive provide citizens a safe route to travel as a pedestrian or on a 

bicycle and should be implemented as part of this project.  Expressway Park is 

a component of the overall Downtown Greenway, a pedestrian and bicycling 

corridor that links inner city residential neighborhoods to downtown parks, 

businesses, and cultural attractions.  The connection of the Braddock Street 

Complete Street to the Downtown Greenway at Expressway Park should be 

thoroughly analyzed and developed to ensure a safe transition between the 

two bicycle/pedestrian systems.  I applaud the project teams’ effort to 

connect and develop safe bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure.

Thank you for your comment.  We will continue to work with BREC and the DDD to select a 

route that compliments other routes both existing and planned.

Please keep bike lanes on Dalrymple on lake side rather than crossing streets. 
Thank you for your comment, we will take them under advisement while working through 

potential mitigation and enhancements for the project.

 Improved bike lanes, landscaping, lighting, public art, sidewalks, would be 

greatly appreciated. 
 Thank you for your comments.

 The area south of the golf course needs to be converted to parking for the 

Knock Knock museum. We do not need a boat dock. 

 Thank you for your comments. The proposed project does not intend to change the uses of 

existing BREC facilities.

 Definitely want pedestrian and bike pathway!  Thank you for your comments.

 I like the designs as proposed for the multiuse trail (Red) paralleling I-10 

project. I would prefer the path not underneath the bridge (parallel). This will 

attract the homeless, creating a trail less likely to be used by commuters. 

 Thank you for your comments.

 I would hope that the trails will be lighted at night for safety. I would like to 

see something functional placed at the Trail connection at Dalrymple Drive - a 

waterway station, pumps for bicycles, rest stops, etc. 

 Thank you for your comments.

 Well lit areas are key. Signals and beacons that will help to alert vehicles of 

peds + Cyclists. Connectivity to the greater network of trails. 
 Thank you for your comments.
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SIGNATURE PAGE 
 
 
 
FHWA has determined the impacts to East Polk Street Park and City Park Lake Trail are 
consistent with the Section 4(f) de minimis finding.  
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________    Date:___________________ 
FHWA, LA Division 




