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1                  (MONDAY, AUGUST 31, 2015)

2                  COMMENT BY PETER GIARRUSO:

3           MR. GIARRUSO:

4                     I gave you my name.  It's Peter,

5                 P-E-T-E-R.  I live in Livingston Parish

6                 and I believe our engineers and traffic

7                 experts should consider thinking outside

8                 the box.

9                     If they can't expropriate land to

10                 widen the interstate to make two new

11                 lanes, which I think should be

12                 considered, then consider doing what has

13                 been successful in other cities.  Do a

14                 double decker freeway, two stories, with

15                 one level going in one direction and the

16                 other level going in the opposite

17                 direction.

18                     If they can't do that, consider

19                 adding at least one lane and reversing

20                 the flow, traveling westbound in the

21                 morning towards downtown Baton Rouge,

22                 and reversing the flow of that traffic

23                 lane, that one additional traffic lane,

24                 to go eastbound in the, in the afternoon

25                 away from downtown.
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1                     But our official, our elected

2                 officials and engineers have pushed this

3                 problem too far down the road.  They've

4                 kicked the can too long, leaving it for

5                 future generations to continue to have

6                 the same problem that we've had for,

7                 what, 40 years since the interstate has

8                 been built.  Well, now the problem is

9                 magnified.

10                     The very valid concerns of those

11                 people who live in downtown Baton Rouge,

12                 particularly along the Perkins Road

13                 corridor, must be considered.  But what

14                 about the very valid concerns of all

15                 those people who live in the suburbs and

16                 are stuck in traffic morning and evening

17                 for year after year after year because

18                 we have a limited number of travel lanes

19                 with an increased number, increasing

20                 number of travelers every day.  I

21                 appreciate it.

22       * * * * END OF COMMENT BY PETER GIARRUSO * * * *

23                   LIVINGSTON PARISH, 70726

24

25
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1            COMMENT BY AN ANONYMOUS RESIDENT FROM

2                   EAST BATON ROUGE PARISH:

3

4           RESIDENT OF EAST BATON ROUGE PARISH:

5                     I would possibly, at least, like to

6                 see LA 30 extended from, from Burbank,

7                 at least, actually all the way towards

8                 US 61 in Gonzales.  That's one.

9                     And, let's see -- so you got that

10                 one down already you said?

11           THE COURT REPORTER:

12                     Uh-huh.

13           RESIDENT OF EAST BATON ROUGE PARISH:

14                     Am I allowed to see it?

15           THE COURT REPORTER:

16                     You can see it.  I've got to, I've

17                 got to edit it right here.

18       (THE STATEMENT IS READ BACK TO RESIDENT OF EAST

19                     BATON ROUGE PARISH.)

20           RESIDENT OF EAST BATON ROUGE PARISH:

21                     I would also like to see LA 63

22                 extended from its most southern point

23                 to, all the way down to where, to where

24                 LA 3213 is connected, if that was

25                 possible, and widen it, the entire
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1                 stretch where, where it's two lanes from

2                 US 190 all the way down to US 61.  And

3                 also extend 3213 from, from LA 3127 all

4                 the way to US 90.  And I would like to

5                 see it widened again and have an

6                 elevated interchange at 3213 and 3127.

7                     And, also, if there was a southern,

8                 if there were a southern loop to be

9                 built, there is also be one additional

10                 connector that I would like, have that

11                 connector connect US 190 and the loop

12                 itself somewhere within that, that

13                 southern loop.  Let that be a four lane

14                 connector.  And let it connect to a

15                 point somewhere, at least, east of

16                 Morgan City.  And that's it.

17

18           * * * * END OF ANONYMOUS COMMENT * * * *

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1         R E P O R T E R ' S   C E R T I F I C A T E

2           This certificate is valid only for a

3     transcript accompanied by my original signature and

4     original required seal on this page.

5           I, TARA W. JOINER, Certified Court Reporter,

6     Certificate #91158, in and for the State of

7     Louisiana, as the officer before whom this testimony

8     was taken, do hereby certify that this testimony was

9     reported by me in the stenotype reporting method,

10     was prepared and transcribed by me or under my

11     direction and supervision, and is a true and correct

12     transcript to the best of my ability and

13     understanding; that the transcript has been prepared

14     in compliance with transcript format guidelines

15     required by statute or by rules of the board, that I

16     have acted in compliance with the prohibition on

17     contractual relationships, as defined by Louisiana

18     Code of Civil Procedure Article 1434 and in rules

19     and advisory opinions of the board.  And that I am

20     not related to counsel or to the parties herein, nor

21     am I otherwise interested in the outcome of this

22     matter.

23           Signed, this ___ day of _____________, 2015.

24
                ___________________________

25                     Tara W. Joiner, CCR
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1                 (TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2015)

2                   COMMENT BY ERIN BENNETT:

3           MS. ERIN BENNETT:

4                     Okay.  I do believe that there

5                 should be a bridge in Iberville Parish

6                 close to Plaquemine or in Plaquemine.  I

7                 think that would be the best option,

8                 both for traffic and for potential saved

9                 lives in the event of an emergency.

10           THE COURT REPORTER:

11                     Potential what?  I'm sorry.

12           MS. ERIN BENNETT:

13                     Saved lives in the event of an

14                 emergency.  That's all.

15           THE COURT REPORTER:

16                     Thank you.  I'm sorry.

17           MS. ERIN BENNETT:

18                     That's okay.  It's a lot of noise.

19                 I get you.  Thank you so much.

20           THE COURT REPORTER:

21                     Thank you.

22

23        * * * * END OF COMMENT BY ERIN BENNETT * * * *

24

25
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1                   COMMENT BY JOEY NORMAND:

2           MR. JOEY NORMAND:

3                     I live on the, I live in Brusly and

4                 our biggest concern is not so much what

5                 happens after we cross the bridge as it

6                 is to get to the bridge and over the

7                 bridge.

8                     I feel like the widening of the

9                 interstate is, is fine, but we need to

10                 have a, a plan for a definite way to

11                 ease the, ease the traffic on the bridge

12                 that we have by adding another bridge or

13                 ferries, or a, or a large, high class,

14                 really good ferry.  And I would like to

15                 see the elected officials and the, and

16                 the people get behind one project,

17                 preferably a bridge, but a loop would be

18                 fine, and drive until it's funded and

19                 actually built.

20                     I also believe that it's time for us

21                 to have toll roads, toll bridges.  I

22                 think it would be, I think the time has

23                 come to, to add, add the, have the

24                 public vote on a referendum to fund a

25                 bridge which includes tolls so that it
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1                 would, it would continue, it would be

2                 paid for -- that is one of the ways it

3                 would be paid for and maintained.

4                     I think the, one of the biggest

5                 issue we have is that we don't have one

6                 specific project that everyone is

7                 behind.  Everybody, everyone's ideas are

8                 good, but we need to focus on one and go

9                 for it and don't let up until we get it.

10                 My preference is a bridge.  I can live

11                 with a loop.  I can live with a BUMP.  I

12                 can live with just anything to ease the

13                 issue, to ease the problem.  But the

14                 problem we have now is that we not

15                 united behind one thing.  That's all.

16                 Thank you, ma'am.

17

18        * * * * END OF COMMENT BY JOEY NORMAND * * * *

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1         R E P O R T E R ' S   C E R T I F I C A T E

2           This certificate is valid only for a

3     transcript accompanied by my original signature and

4     original required seal on this page.

5           I, TARA W. JOINER, Certified Court Reporter,

6     Certificate #91158, in and for the State of

7     Louisiana, as the officer before whom this testimony

8     was taken, do hereby certify that this testimony was

9     reported by me in the stenotype reporting method,

10     was prepared and transcribed by me or under my

11     direction and supervision, and is a true and correct

12     transcript to the best of my ability and

13     understanding; that the transcript has been prepared

14     in compliance with transcript format guidelines

15     required by statute or by rules of the board, that I

16     have acted in compliance with the prohibition on

17     contractual relationships, as defined by Louisiana

18     Code of Civil Procedure Article 1434 and in rules

19     and advisory opinions of the board.  And that I am

20     not related to counsel or to the parties herein, nor

21     am I otherwise interested in the outcome of this

22     matter.

23           Signed, this ___ day of _____________, 2015.

24
                ___________________________

25                     Tara W. Joiner, CCR
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1                (THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2015)

2                  COMMENT BY ROGER DEL RIO:

3           MR. ROGER DEL RIO:

4                     Okay.  The -- most of the traffic is

5                 on I-12, and they keep talking about

6                 I-10 and taking a bridge south of town

7                 and all of that; to me, that's a

8                 ridiculous idea.  The, the through

9                 traffic through the state, going from

10                 east to west, west to east, is on I-12.

11                 It joins up with I-10 here and all has

12                 to get over the bridge which, which

13                 causes all the problems.  The main

14                 problem is the 18 wheelers.  All right.

15                 There are many more 18 wheelers on 12

16                 than there are on 10.  All right.  My,

17                 my idea is to take the bridge, north

18                 Baton Rouge bridge, old Highway 190, and

19                 enlarge it like they did in New Orleans.

20                 They have a bridge down there, the Huey

21                 P. Long bridge, they made it three lanes

22                 on each side.  Okay.  You caught up?

23                 All right.

24                     Now, if they do, if they do enlarge

25                 that, that bridge, they need to make 190
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1                 from Denham Springs a raised highway,

2                 okay, to that bridge.  In other words,

3                 go right over the old highway that's

4                 there, but put another lane, another

5                 highway above it.  They talked about

6                 this years and years ago, but it never

7                 came through.  They talked about doing

8                 that to Airline Highway, okay.

9                     Then, on the other side, you do the

10                 same thing.  You come off of it and you

11                 go, hook back up to I-10 down the road

12                 somewhere.  But the trucks are not gonna

13                 mind going a few miles out of the way if

14                 they can get over the river without all

15                 the trouble they're all going through

16                 now.  Okay.

17         (SOMEONE STARTED SPEAKING WITH MR. DEL RIO.)

18           THE COURT REPORTER:

19                     Would you like me to take your

20                 address and phone number down?

21           MR. ROGER DEL RIO:

22                     Okay.  17922 Grand Cypress Creek.

23                 Baton Rouge, 70810.  And phone number

24                 would be, cell, (225) 907-4471.

25       * * * * END OF COMMENT BY ROGER DEL RIO * * * *
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1                  COMMENT BY LESLIE TASSIN:

2           MR. LESLIE TASSIN:

3                     My name is Leslie Tassin, 668

4                 Kenilworth Parkway, Baton Rouge, 70808.

5                 Two quick suggestions:  One, I support

6                 100 percent adding two new lanes.  I

7                 support closing the Washington Street

8                 exit.  I think that would be a big help.

9                 I also support, which I didn't hear

10                 anybody say it, but I've been to other,

11                 I've been to every major city in America

12                 and some cities have double decker

13                 interstate highways.  Building that four

14                 mile section from the bridge to the

15                 split, a double decker, and that would

16                 be just for through traffic.  There

17                 wouldn't be any exits or entrances on

18                 that four mile stretch, just for traffic

19                 coming in from the west going to I-10

20                 and 12 would go on the double decker.

21                 The bottom level would be used for the

22                 local traffic and the exits.  It's

23                 utilized in other cities.  It's

24                 expensive, but it could be done.

25           MR. ROGER DEL RIO:
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1                     Yeah, a double decker.

2           MR. LESLIE TASSIN:

3                     A double decker, right.  That takes

4                 away a lot of the traffic from the

5                 bottom and you don't have to do hardly

6                 anything for the bottom level.  Just

7                 keep it as, just build, where the 18

8                 wheelers --

9           MR. ROGER DEL RIO:

10                     Yeah, and you won't disturb all

11                 those lovely people along the road

12                 there.

13           MR. LESLIE TASSIN:

14                     That's right.  And you're just going

15                 up.  You're not widening the interstate

16                 by doing that.  So, to me, that's an

17                 idea that should be looked at.  With no

18                 entrances on it at all, or exits, the

19                 four mile section.  Four miles, they

20                 could go, the traffic could go in five

21                 minutes from the bridge to the 12, to

22                 the split, and then at the split they go

23                 back down to the surface roads to 10 or

24                 12, wherever they're going.  But they'd

25                 come through Baton Rouge, just elevated
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1                 with no obstructions at all.  Okay.

2                 That's it.

3       * * * * END OF COMMENT BY LESLIE TASSIN * * * *

4

5
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1         R E P O R T E R ' S   C E R T I F I C A T E

2           This certificate is valid only for a

3     transcript accompanied by my original signature and

4     original required seal on this page.

5           I, TARA W. JOINER, Certified Court Reporter,

6     Certificate #91158, in and for the State of

7     Louisiana, as the officer before whom this testimony

8     was taken, do hereby certify that this testimony was

9     reported by me in the stenotype reporting method,

10     was prepared and transcribed by me or under my

11     direction and supervision, and is a true and correct

12     transcript to the best of my ability and

13     understanding; that the transcript has been prepared

14     in compliance with transcript format guidelines

15     required by statute or by rules of the board, that I

16     have acted in compliance with the prohibition on

17     contractual relationships, as defined by Louisiana

18     Code of Civil Procedure Article 1434 and in rules

19     and advisory opinions of the board.  And that I am

20     not related to counsel or to the parties herein, nor

21     am I otherwise interested in the outcome of this

22     matter.

23           Signed, this ___ day of _____________, 2015.

24
                ___________________________

25                     Tara W. Joiner, CCR



1

Kyla Collier

From: Logan Anderson <logan@brac.org>
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2015 10:57 AM
To: info@i10br.com
Subject: BRAC Supports I-10 Improvements

The Baton Rouge Area Chamber (BRAC) strongly supports improvements to the I‐10 corridor within the scope of this 
study. For 7 of the last 8 years, transportation issues have been among the top three obstacle to business growth in the 
Capital Region, according to BRAC’s annual survey. The difficulty that our underdeveloped infrastructure creates on the 
movement of goods through the region, the attraction and retention of talent, and the ability of businesses to expand 
their services or grow their facilities is unsustainable. The greater Baton Rouge Area has gained thousands of new 
residents and jobs in the last few years, and is projected to see even greater growth in the future. However, this period 
of rapid growth and increased opportunity is threatened by underinvestment in critical infrastructure. On behalf of the 
businesses we represent and in anticipation of greater and greater traffic along the important I‐10 trade corridor, BRAC 
strongly supports the continuation – and, if possible, acceleration – of improvements along I‐10 to reduce congestion 
and add capacity. 
 
Regards, 
 
Logan Anderson 
Policy and Research Project Manager 
Baton Rouge Area Chamber www.brac.org 
(o) 225‐339‐1172| (c) 225‐400‐3756 
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PUBLIC MEETING COMMENT FORM 
PUBLIC MEETING ROUND 1- AUGUST 31- SEPTEMBER  3, 2015 

I-10 CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENT  STUDY 
STAGE 0 FEASIBILITY STUDY 

 
 

STATE PROJECT NO.8.004100.1 
LEGACY PROJECT NO. 700-17-0209 

ROUTE: 1-10/1-12 (FROM LA 415 TO ESSEN LANE) 
 

EAST AND WEST BATON ROUGE PARISHES,LA 
 

Please submit your comments to one of the following addresses below. Comments 
must be postmarked by September 13, 2015 in order to become part of the official 
transcript. 

 

Email: info@i10br.com      Date: 9/8/2015 

or Mail: Franklin Associates     Name: Dale Saizan 

ATTN: 1-10 Corridor Improvement Study   Address: 377 South Waverly Dr. 

2148 Government Street                 Baton Rouge, LA 70806 

Baton Rouge, LA 70806 

 

Please add comments below: 

East bound only, add an upper deck from the East side of the bridge to the 10-12 
split just past College drive for thru traffic only. 

mailto:info@i10br.com
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9/8/2015
Matthew Milazzo

2422 Riverside Dr.
Port Allen, LA 70767

I work at Dow Chemical near Plaquemine. I recently had a co-op that was

from the Philadelphia PA area tell me that a big reason he did not want to

come to Louisiana to work was because of the traffic.  He would spend

at least two hours every day in his car waiting to get home.  I also

know several people that have either changed companies or retired because

of the traffic.  It is costing the state too much not to do anything. 

,

It is time for action. 
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PUBLIC MEETING COMMENT FORM
PUBLIC MEETING ROUND 1 - AUGUST 31 - SEPTEMBER 3,2OLS

I.1O CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENT STUDY
STAGE O FEASIBILITY STUDY

srATE PROIECT NO. H.004100.1
LEGACY PROIECT NO. 700-17-0209

ROUTE: l-LO/t-t? (FROM LA 415 TO ESSEN LANE)

EAST AND WEST BATON ROUGE PARISHES, LA

Please submit your comments to one of the following addresses below. Comments
must be postmarked by September 13, 2015 in order to become part of the official
transcript. .r

Email: info@i10br,com
or Mail: Franklin Associates
ATTN: l-10 Corridor lmprovement Study
2148 Government Street
Baton Rouge, LA 70806

Please add comments below:

.1.,

Date
Name:
Address
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9/8/2015Jennifer Milazzo     2422 Riverside Dr.     Port Allen, LA 70767

U388627
Text Box
I work at Dow Chemical in Plaquemine and moved to the Brusly area in 2009, primarily due to thetraffic I experienced in my daily commute when I lived in Baton Rouge. West Baton Rouge Parish would not be my first choice to live, but I feel like I have little choice if I want to continue working at Dow and also have an outside life. As it is, I have to sit in a portion of the traffic just to reach my home on Riverside Dr. in Port Allen (usually an extra 20 minutes). I feel trapped every evening because I can't even go to Walmart or the north side of Port Allen (much less Baton Rouge) if I need to go to the store on a weekday evening, unless I want to sit in an hour of traffic. As a WBR resident, we can not even manuever around our own town because the interstate overflow basically roadblocks our main artery of traffic - LA1 - for hours every day! Most days it backs up to the old Sinclare Plantation. The entire infrastructure system is broken here. Also, I think the suggestion of staggering work schedules for downtown offices will not help much. For one thing, the situation has gotten so bad that I often sit in traffic on a Saturday morning, or Sunday afternoon, or Friday at noon on that bridge trying to get to Baton Rouge. The second thing is I'm not sure that downtown offices contribute much to the traffic on LA-1 backed up trying to get through the one-lane bottleneck from the west.  KEY WORD: ONE LANE BOTTLENECK. That is the root cause of the issue that backs up the interstate down LA-1 for miles, and down 1-10 back towards Lafayette for miles every day. We need to add another bridge in south Baton Rouge area connecting Plaquemine area to Ascension. There are a lot of commuters to WBR that live in Gonzales/Prairieville and work in Plaquemine that have to go all the way around BR through the traffic to get home. And second, get rid of the Washington St exit and add another lane to the I-10 so that it is not just one lane. The Dalyrmple exit is not that far from Washington St; why is this exit so important?? This is absolutely ridiculous that in 2015 the interstate goes to one lane in the heart of our capital - an embarrassment.Another issue here is the fact that it is difficult to get to Baton Rouge in an emergency if you need to get to one of the hospitals. There are very few ways out of WBR to the east side. Having another bridge on the south end of BR would give us another route out of here. Look at New Orleans area - they have 4 bridges over the Mississippi, and we only have one. (2 GNO's, Huey P, and Hale Boggs)We NEED solutions, and we need it now. This problem is now a CRISIS.  
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Date: September 15, 2015 

 

To: Franklin Associates 

 

From:  

 

Re: Comments for i-10 Corridor Improvement Study Stage 0 Feasibility Study 

State Project No. H.004100.1 

 

 

The study area has four BREC parks that will be directly affected and several trail corridors. BREC 

comments are centered on these concepts: 

Multi Use Trails are highly desired by the public and the Interstate is often a barrier to connectivity. The 

BREC Capital Area Pathways Project (CAPP) is an active project to build connectivity trails in the parish 

which will have recreational and alternative transportation value. We ask that the I-10 Corridor 

Improvement Study be very sensitive to connectivity and work to create trail connections. We also ask 

that any trail connections are clearly shown on any concept solutions that are shown to the public. See 

the map below for some of the possible trail connections. 

Expressway Park has several park amenities that could be impacted including the Downtown Greenway, 

football field, basketball court, and a Recreation Center. BREC asks to work with the planners to make 

the best of changes and opportunities that could come about through this project. Art has played a 

special role at this park and could be a design feature of the improvements.  

City Brooks Community Park is one of BREC’s most popular parks and is a major visual feature for 

travelers on I-10.  Drivers on the bridge should continue to have views to the park with clear information 

on what is available should they exit the highway such as the Children’s Museum which is under 

construction. Design should include features that make the bridge as low noise as possible.  Design 

should consider was to reduce the negative impacts of storm water coming from the highway. The Lakes 

Master Plan is evolving and that work should be consulted. Any bridge modifications should be 

concerned about keeping views form one side of the bridge to the other as open as possible and the 

bridge should be aesthetically pleasing.   

East Polk Street Park is a small park that was cut off from the rest of City Brooks Park when the 

interstate was constructed. Work that would improve connectivity to City Brooks Park would be a 

benefit. 

Nairn Drive Park has a portion of a bike path that crosses over the Interstate. Improvements should 

maintain that bike path and other options for trails and access could be explored.  

Additional spaces exist under the Interstate that could have recreational and connectivity trail value. 

Please consider those spaces as you move forward as BREC could be open to a joint use agreement to 

maintain and operate those spaces as BREC does now with Expressway Park.  



BREC Planning staff request a planning meeting with the I-10 Corridor Planners to better provide our 

feedback to help develop the best possible scenario of the public. Please contact me to schedule a 

meeting at a time that works best as you progress through your planning work. 

 

Sincerely, 
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Any additional brige across the Mississippi from LA1/I10 must connect
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to I10 on the east side.  Dropping the bride down on LA30 will only 
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back traffic up on the bridge while you wait for the lights to cycle on
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on the surface streets that get you to the other side of I10.  Widening
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LA30 will only get you to the back-ups faster.  Connecting to I10 will 
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solve that problem.  
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You can then complete the southern loop by connecting Walker South Road

john.pacillo
Typewritten Text
to I10.  I have to believe this will take more than 20% of the traffic
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off I10 in downtown.  Has this been modeled?
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Kyla Collier

From: Prentice D. Thomas <prenticedthomas@hotmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 12, 2015 11:36 AM
To: info@i10br.com
Subject: I-10 Corridor Improvement Study

 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
I missed the first hour of the meeting in Port Allen because I did not want to get stuck in the horrible traffic on 
Hwy 1 N that day.  As a resident of Brusly and a daily commuter on Hwy 1 and the I‐10, I have to put up 
with the frustrations of this horrible traffic everyday as I work on Essen. I did attend the second half of the 
meeting and found it to be informative. I have been driving for 25 years and traffic has been a problem this 
entire time.  
 
I recently took a trip to St. Louis, MO and they have an awesome downtown and better traffic than us. I 
believe they have 4 bridges with one dedicated to the train.  Sure, they have traffic congestion, but they also 
have alternate routes. No one from West Baton Rouge wants to cross the New Bridge in the afternoon. I have 
to plan my life around traffic on a daily basis. If I come home from work and want to return to Baton Rouge, or 
simply to the Port Allen Walmart, then I will be delayed 30 ‐ 60 minutes depending on where I am traveling. I 
leave my house before 7 am to make it to work and I constantly check the traffic maps to plan a route on my 
daily commute home to Brusly.  
 
I have outlined some suggestions to help with traffic: 
 
1. I like the idea of moving the Washington street exit further north to I‐110 as I believe that will ease some 
congestion.  On a daily basis I have to constantly be aware of traffic merging from I‐110, exiting traffic at 
Washington street and in addition traffic merging from the right hand lane of I‐10.  I witnessed cars stop in the 
middle of I‐10 to cut right to exit on Washington Street. The goes for east bound traffic merging from the 
curve as I've witnessed them stop in the Washington Street exit lane to merge. It is very dangerous as I have 
been cut off many times by smaller vehicles and 18 wheelers alike.  If this exit were moved farther north then 
would it not be feasible to extend the right hand lane of the curve farther south prior to the Washington 
Street on ramp? 
 
2.  Extending the Washington Street on ramp to Dalrymple would provide for a longer merging time for this 
traffic as well. Again, I've seen accidents and have almost been in accidents with traffic merging from 
Washington Street.  The merging traffic from Washington Street constantly fails to yield to I‐10 traffic. 
 
3. Extend the Perkins Road on ramp merging lane.  Traffic constantly slows down at this point every afternoon 
heading westbound.  No wrecks have ocurred. The merging traffic is the problem. 
 
4. Have the 18 wheelers head north to the Old Mississippi Bridge because they constantly slow traffic down on 
the New Bridge.  I can't tell you how many times an 18 wheeler has stalled because they can't maintain a good 
rate of speed to make it over the bridge because they are coming around the curve. 
 
5. More ferries for the plant workers in Plaquemine. 
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6. Has anyone contacted the plants to see if they will stagger their work hours to accommodate traffic? 
 
7. Obviously, another bridge farther south would help. 
 
8.  Public safety is a huge concern for us in West Baton Rouge as well.  What if a plant explodes, a natural 
disaster occurs, or a train derails hauling hazardous chemicals and we have to evacuate?  We are as good as 
dead because of the traffic!  Last year I sat in traffic on Hwy 1 N, on a Friday afternoon around 430 pm, trying 
to travel from Brusly to Baton Rouge and watched an ambulance struggle for 20 minutes to travel from Hwy 
1 N to out of my view east bound across the bridge! 20 minutes! And I've witnessed this time and time 
again.  This is obviously a public safety issue that needs to be addressed.  
 
What is the economic impact of traffic congestion? How much money is lost to these commuters, businesses 
and governments?   
What is the environmental impact of increased pollution due to idling vehicles? 
Why has traffic "fixes" been undertaken and completed for East Baton Rouge and neighboring Livingston and 
Ascension Parishes but not for West Baton Rouge Parish? 
 
Thanks for providing the opportunity to voice my concerns and suggestions.  Something has to be done to 
permanently fix the traffic woes or else I would imagine you would see a decline in businesses, revenue, and 
residents in the near future. Baton Rouge and West Baton Rouge Parish can be great places, but traffic has be 
the top priority starting today. 
 
Prentice D. Thomas 
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Kyla Collier

From: Steve Spires <steve.e.spires@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 12, 2015 7:05 PM
To: info@i10br.com
Subject: I-10 CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENT STUDY

PUBLIC COMMENT ON I-10 CORRIDOR WIDENING STUDY                                                  

September 12, 2015 

  

The potential widening of Interstate-10 from the Mississippi River Bridge to the 10/12 split raises many 
concerns for area residents. While the problem of traffic congestion in the metro region is real, widening the 
interstate could cause significant disruption--both temporarily due to construction, and permanently because of 
a bigger highway "footprint"—in Baton Rouge throughout the Washington Street area to the LSU Lakes and 
through to the Perkins Overpass area. These areas include historic neighborhoods, community centers and 
public parks, and small businesses and restaurants that are vital to the quality of life in Baton Rouge. 

  

I attended the public meeting on this project held Thursday, September 3 at the Crowne Plaza hotel in Baton 
Rouge. At that meeting, project consultants said traffic was expected to increase 30 percent on Interstate-10 
through Baton Rouge by 2032. They also stated that an additional bridge over the Mississippi River, a Loop or 
Bypass and a Westside Expressway would divert 23 percentage points (77 percent) of that expected increase in 
volume. Project consultants and members of the public attending the meeting seemed to be in agreement that a 
comprehensive regional plan—including a new bridge, a Loop/bypass, public transportation and surface street 
improvements, etc.—is need to address congestion in the metro area.  

  

Yet, the Interstate-10 widening project is being considering in isolation, instead of in concert with these other 
projects. Given the fiscal constraints of the state, the potential of DOTD widening Interstate-10 and failing to 
follow through on other regional transportation improvements is concerning. These regional projects need to be 
considered together and a comprehensive plan should be assembled before construction begins on widening the 
interstate through Baton Rouge. The worst possible scenario for area residents would be a widening of I-10 
without additional improvements like an additional bridge or loop/bypass in the region. The Baton Rouge metro 
needs long-term solutions, not Band-Aids. 

  

Our city-parish and metro region suffers from considerable urban sprawl. Many people live, work and commute 
across multiple parishes. Decades of poor planning have only made our transportation problems worse. In 
addition to local traffic, there is commercial traffic using the Interstate-10 corridor to traverse the state. While 
the desire for a shorter commute from people who may live and work on opposite sides of the city or in 
different parishes is understandable, the reality that the negative impacts of widening Interstate-10 will be 
concentrated in one or two neighborhoods in Baton Rouge and felt primarily by residents of Old South Baton 
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Rouge is very troubling. Widening the interstate without implementing a regional transportation plan to divert 
traffic and alleviate congestion by building a new bridge and loop/bypass would be unfair to affected residents. 

  

Instead of focusing on widening the interstate through Baton Rouge’s old neighborhoods, DOTD should focus 
on more comprehensive solutions that include diverting traffic to additional roadways, constructing a new 
bridge and a loop/bypass around the city center and exploring public transportation options. These are solutions 
that public input has also favored and identified as crucial to the future of this city-parish and region. The city-
parish and the state cannot widen its way out of the mess we have created through decades of poor planning and 
neglect. A re-thinking of transportation infrastructure through the Baton Rouge metro is needed, and is where 
the state should focus its energy and financial resources. Merely widening Interstate-10 from the Mississippi 
River Bridge to the 10/12 split is not the right solution for area residents. 

  

Steve Spires 

1810 Cherokee Street 

Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
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Kyla Collier

From: Scott Kirkpatrick <SKirkpatrick@roedelparsons.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2015 5:31 PM
To: info@i10br.com
Subject: I-10 Corridor Study

“On behalf of the Capital Region Industry for Sustainable Infrastructure Solutions, I am writing in support of the I‐10 
Corridor Study. The growing congestion of the Capital Region is a serious hindrance to economic development 
throughout the greater Baton Rouge Area, restricting the movement of goods and adding unsustainable delays to daily 
commutes. Insufficient transportation infrastructure is a top barrier to business growth, and must be addressed as a top 
priority. And as the I‐10 corridor is the most congested roadway section in the region, it should be the first area to be 
addressed.  
 
Regional business and industry leaders  are encouraging the completion of I‐0 improvements along this important trade 
corridor as soon as possible. The study should be completed without any delays, so that Capital Region businesses can 
be relieved of the growing congestion burden of the I‐10 corridor and the projected economic development of the 
region is not jeopardized by infrastructure deficiencies.” 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Scott Kirkpatrick 
 
Roedel Parsons Koch Blache  
   Balhoff & McCollister  
8440 Jefferson Hwy. ‐‐ Suite 301  
Baton Rouge, LA 70809 
Direct Telephone: (225) 329‐1291 
Mobile: (225) 978‐0803 
www.roedelparsons.com 
 
Follow us on: 

     
 

kylahall
Text Box

kylahall
Text Box

kylahall
Text Box



U647983
Text Box
September 10, 2015

U647983
Text Box
James Rush

U647983
Text Box
3027 Lac D'Or Ave

U647983
Text Box
Baton Rouge, LA 70810-0322
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jerush@cox.net
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It is time for action!  I appreciate the studies and surveys for gathering public input but  we must not let politics get in the way of what is right for the area in terms of alleviating the traffic congestion frequently experienced on I-10 between the Mississippi River Bridge and the I-10/I-12 Split.According to the data presented, ~85%+ of the traffic exiting the Washington Street exit comes from I-110.  This is a flawed design for the current times.  It is commonly understood that it only takes a small short-duration incident (like a slow down for a lane change) to have a huge negative overall affect on traffic flow for hours at a time.There are multiple options being discussed, small ones, large ones, quick ones and long-term ones.  In order for the credibility of the leaders of this great city and state to be restored, actions must begin immediately that show firm commitment to solving the problems.Please consider immediate closure of the Washington Street Exit and re-striping I-10 to 2 complete thru-lanes to reduce the bottlenecking that occurs at the I-10/I-110 interchange.  If data indicates that the exit is economically beneficial then a new/improved design (perhaps exiting from the left) should be included in future long term remediations (such as adding lanes to I-10) .I live in south Baton Rouge and work in Plaquemine.  What used to be a 30 minute commute home for me 15 years ago is now consistently over an hour everyday creating unnecessary wastes of time and fuel.  Please include this input in the official transcript of the public meetings.  Thank you.
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 DOW RESTRICTED 

 
PUBLIC MEETING COMMENT FORM  

PUBLIC MEETING ROUND 1- AUGUST 31 - SEPTEMBER 3, 2015  
I-10 CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENT STUDY  

STAGE 0 FEASIBILITY STUDY  

STATE PROJECT NO. H.004100.1  
LEGACY PROJECT NO. 700-17-0209 

ROUTE: 1-10/1-12 (FROM LA 415 TO ESSEN LANE) 

EAST AND WEST BATON ROUGE PARISHES, LA 

Please submit your comments to one of the following addresses below. Comments 
must be postmarked by September 13, 2015 in order to become part of the official 
transcript. 

Email: info@i1Obr.com Date: ___9/12/2015____________________ 
or Mail: Franklin Associates Name:  
ATTN: 1-10 Corridor Improvement Study Address: BR, LA 70817_  
2148 Government Street  
Baton Rouge, LA 70806 

 

Please add comments below: 

Adding a lane from the I-10 Bridge to the split will be a short-lived fix.  LDOTD instead of 
considering a loop that encompass many parish presidents’ agreements, should consider a 
more doable/stand-alone solution, like a toll facility for a south west quadrant.  A facility that 
will connect I-10 in West Baton Rouge Parish with I-10 in East Baton Rouge Parish or 
Ascension Parish.  The facility could be routed through undeveloped areas of the parishes to 
save millions of dollars.  Giving the long daily delays, the public will be willing to pay the toll to 
save commuting time and frustration.  If the connecting option to I-10 on West Baton Rouge 
Parish adds too much cost to the project, the project could be limited to a facility that starts at 
LA-1, north of Plaquemine/Dow going east to I-10 (perhaps via LA-30/LA-74).  The present 
traffic situation makes the Toll alternative a very viable one, as the frustrated commuters will 
be considered a captive audience, given that they are no longer willing to tolerate the existing 
long hours of delay.  The projected plant expansions west of the Mississippi River will make 
matters worse, which in turn will make the tool option an even more feasible alternative. If 
LDOTD does not feel that they can do it on their own, I am pretty sure that there would be 
some investors out there that would be willing to invest in a solution as part of a Public-
Private Partnership. 

On the Washington Street Exit, an inside exit appears to be a viable solution that will help the 
traffic flow, as it will eliminate the weaving that exacerbates the already unstable peak traffic 
flow in the afternoons.   The exit can be brought down to Terrace Street, which can easily 
distribute/service the traffic to Washington Street.  Do not let Section 4(f) get on the way of 
making a good decision as there are no other feasible and prudent alternatives to the use of 
that Section 4(f) land. 
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Kyla Collier

From: Ron.Giroir@albemarle.com
Sent: Wednesday, September 9, 2015 3:39 PM
To: info@i10br.com
Subject: I-10 Traffic Solutions

Obviously, we need a new bridge.  Putting a new bridge south of Baton Rouge and connecting west side I-10 to east side 
I-10 would help.  
 
The majority of the problem seems to be big trucks just passing through Baton Rouge onto I-12.    (This would be a painful 
and expensive project, but drastic changes need to be made.)    If you expand the project scope west you will see I-10 
heads directly towards the old Mississippi river bridge before it angles downward a little to the new bridge.  We could have 
two lanes merged off I-10 at this point and continue directly to the old bridge.  The old bridge currently has less traffic and 
is under-used.  
 
Next, convert Airline Highway 61 through Baton Rouge into an interstate type highway with no traffic lights or other 
means of stopping traffic.  This may require raising the highway  above Airline Highway.  That would solve a lot of Airline 
Hwy traffic problems also.  We don't need exit/entrance ramps at every major street.  
 
On I-10 east bound, have Acadian traffic entering I-10 pass over the I-10 traffic exiting at College;  that would work better I 
think.  
 
Also, eliminate the Washington exit where the bridge traffic and I-110 traffic meet.  Maybe put that exit on the left side of 
the south bound I-110 traffic.  Open at least one more lane east bound off the bridge where the Washington and Diariple 
exits are eliminated.  
 
 
 
 
Ron Giroir,  
Albemarle PDC Maintenance 
office phone = 225-359-2449 
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